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313	BACON'S REBELLION
any time when a point holds two men it is
covered, and the other player is unable to
put a man upon it. If only one man is on
a point, the opponent may remove it if one
of his men can be placed upon that point,
in which case the man removed must be en-
tered and played around again. Neither
player can move forward until all his men
are entered on the first section; nor can he
throw off until all men are upon the last
section.
BA'CON,   salted  and  smoked meat pre-
pared from the sides and back of the hog.
The name is also given to hams and shoulders
that have been pickled and smoked.   Bacon
is usually dry-salted and then smoked.    It
has high value as a heat-producing meat and
is prized also because of its agreeable flavor.
It is therefore a valuable cold-weather food.
BACON, francis  (1561-1625), an Eng-
lish  philosopher,  writer  and  jurist, whose
greatest   contribution   to   learning  was   his
elucidation of the inductive method of rea-
soning. He is also
renowned for his
development     of
the   essay.     The
following anecdote
shows his inbo'rn
courtesy.     When
he   was   a   boy,
Queen    Elizabeth
asked him how old
he was.   He gave
the courtly reply,
"Two      years
younger than your
majesty's happy reign." Bacon, was admitted
to the bar when twenty-one years old, entered
Parliament at twenty-three, filled various
legal offices, and in 1618 was created lord
high chancellor. Three years later he was
created Viscount of Saint Albans. An un-
fortunate blot on his career was his yielding
to offers of bribery while a judge. He was
fined $200,000 and sentenced to the Tower
during the king's pleasure. Subsequently Ms
punishment was practically remitted. In con-
nection with this phase of his character Pope
described him as the "wisest, brightest, mean-
est of mankind."
Bacon was a logical successor of Aristotle.
He undertook to rearrange the whole system
of human knowledge, and though his self-
appointed task was too great for Mm, yet he
contributed more to real scientific progress
than any other man since the days of the
Greek philosophers. The illness of which he
died was contracted while he was engaged in
an experiment with snow, the success of
which has led to the cold storage systems of
to-day. The Novum Organum was his most
pretentious work. His Essays, fifty-eight in
number, treating of a great variety of sub-
jects, are so full of meaning, so condensed in
style and so logical in arrangement, that they
repay the closest study.
BACON, roger (1214-1294), an English
monk, one of the most profound and original
thinkers of his day. He first entered the Uni-
versity of Oxford and afterward that of
Paris, where he received the degree of Doctor
of Theology. About 1250 he returned to
England, entered the order of Franciscans,
and made researches in physics, wMch led his
ecclesiastical superiors to charge him with
practicing "black art/' or magic. He was
sent to Paris and kept in confinement for ten
years. Having been set at liberty, he was
again thrown into prison (1278), where he
remained for at least ten years. His most
important work is his Opus Majus, in which
he discusses the relation of philosophy to
religion, and then treats of language, meta-
physics, optics and experimental science.
Bacon deserves the gratitude of mankind for
the impetus he gave to scientific research. He
was one of the few men of his time who could
distinguish between superstition and knowl-
edge.
BACON'S REBELLION, a rebellion o£
colonists in Virginia in 1676, under the
leadership of Nathaniel Bacon, against the
colonial government headed by William
Berkeley. The chief causes of the incident
were unequal taxation, enforcement of the
navigation laws and Governor Berkeley's
vacillating attitude toward the Indians. The
last named was the immediate occasion for
the outbreak. Bacon, being refused a com-
mission to fight the Indians, organized a force
of his own, and returning from the frontier,
defied the authority of the governor. Bacon
died suddenly of a fever, and the rebellion
soon collapsed, but Berkeley executed a num-
ber of those who had been prominent in the
affair.
Nathaniel Bacon (1648-1676), who was
responsible for the above episode in Ameri-
can history, was born in England and was a
distant relative of Lord Bacon. He was edu-
cated as a lawyer, emigrated to Virginia in

